Blue Red Sea
Dear Madame Emcee, Madame Chief Judge, dear friends,

During almost three years in Toastmasters I have learned one thing about a good speech topic: Never try to persuade people into changing their habits. In particular, do not attempt to involve them into some complex activity, for example, your hobby or your favorite sport. It never works! And here I am, making exactly the same mistake. I am going to talk to you about my both hobby and favorite sport, and I not just think I can persuade some of you to give in a try, but I know I can do it. I am so sure because I’ve done it before in the situation that at a first glance seems to be hopeless.
Let’s have a look at some facts. Here is some information about two people I has attempted to convert to my favorite sport fans. They are not particularly young, neither rich. The “Health” column is showing you that these two people are as far away from “extreme” sport as you can imagine. However, meet my parents, in no time they became the most inspired and vigorous admirers of the sport I am going to talk about. Now, what is this mysterious activity? 
I believe that most of you have never even heard the name. It is called “Snorkeling”. Now, who knows what it means? It will be much easier if I show you what the snorkel is. Here it is, a tube that allows you breathing underwater. That’s, basically, all what is snorkeling is about: swimming mostly in tropic seas with the help of the fins, mask and snorkel. 
What makes this sport so fascinating? It is not the physical activity itself that attracts people. The reason why thousands of snorkelers around the world are spending their vacations just under the surface of water is the possibility to see the sea inhabitants in their natural environment.
There are fishes, which are big, even enormous (Napoleon, eagle ray), and there are really-really tiny, but funny sea creatures (crab soldier, clownfish). There extremely beautiful, but immensely dangerous fishes that you would like to touch (zebrafish), and fishes that are absolutely safe, but threatening-looking (pepper moray).  There are unusual fishes, odd-shaped, flatted from their backs (butterfly fish) and from the top (sting ray), some are long and thin, as a needle (needlefish), some are almost round (common porcupine fish) or nearly rectangular (masked porcupine fish). Some fishes are so bright, so colorful that you can see them from a distance, but some are almost impossible to spot, unless you know where to look (scorpaenopsis diabolus). And, needless to say, the corals. The soft corals, hard corals with thousands of fished between their branches. 

I may keep talking about this endlessly, but no speech and no photos will make your fell this mind-blowing admiration you sense during snorkeling on a good reef. To feel it you need to try it. But most people never try to snorkel themselves. I believe that is because of three biggest myths about snorkeling.

First one myth is “It is for young and healthy”. Well, this’s what I started from, and this is a big lie. I already told you about my parents, who are far from being young, but have been spending more than 6 hours in water each day. Heck, I personally saw the lady who used a wheelchair to move on the ground, but were able to swim by herself with no problems at all!
The second myth is “Snorkeling is dangerous”. The chances that you will meet a fish that decide that you are her lunch a next to nothing.  The only exception is show on a photo, where small school of sergeant fishes decided that outfit of my wife is highly edible. Joking apart, all you need to be safe is keep your hands out of problem, don’t touch anything underwater. The good news for those who don’t know how to swim. You don’t have to! The salt content in see water is high enough to make drowning physically impossible. 
Finally, the myth number three. It is expensive. Guys, snorkeling is not diving, Yes, in diving you need this expensive equipment, so diving is costly hobby, but for snorkeling you only need snorkel, mask and fins, that’s all. And, by the way, the travel and accommodation expenses for a week on Red Sea’s coast are much lower than those in Sochi. 
So, what we have in result: while snorkeling you are having fun, making exercises, meeting the Red Sea fauna, and all of this for the price of the railway ticket Moscow – Sochi. I beg you, next time you will be contemplating where to spend your vacation, remember what I told you. Consider that possibility. And, I hope, someday, see you underwater.
