Project#4

The art of taking really awful pictures
Dear madam President, Madam Toastmaster, fellow Toastmasters and guests.
I had a dream. Many of us have dreams, don’t we? Mine was to get a mirror camera. So I saved up on ice-cream, and finally I bought the camera! There were no limits to my happiness. At that time I thought I could do everything! It seemed so easy to take marvelous pictures! I went photo hunting without any delay. 

I did already have some experience with photography. I knew how to insert the battery, the memory stick [showing it] and… oh, yes, didn’t forget to take the lens’ cup off [showing] I wasn’t a complete beginner, right?

However some of my worst shots I thought were tremendous while I was taking them. How badly I was mistaken! I’ll tell you about 3 ways that worked perfectly for me to take really awful pictures.
The 1st way “I’m professional”
I thought I was the God of the camera! Having such a big gadget there was no other way! I knew what I was doing. And whenever something looked interesting, I pushed the button. When I downloaded the pictures onto the computer, most of them were complete flops. Oops.
“Why is it happening?” I asked myself. I was too self-confident and did not see any difficulties in taking pictures. Isn’t it easy to learn how to push the button on the camera? And to  take millions of pictures?  Of course there will be some really good ones among them. Yeah right ( That would be like teaching a monkey how to push buttons on a typewriter. And when it will type tons of paper, you will finally get Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” from it, [pause]  If you take the time to cut out all the unnecessary letters, of course (.
So I shouldn’t have to rely on my ambitions and to learn some techniques before, that I wouldn’t. get the pictures like this [show]
The 2nd way “I can fix it in Photoshop later”
If somebody tells you never to use Photoshop, don’t believe it! This person clearly does not  understand anything about photography. Photoshop is a powerful computer tool for improving digital pictures. And tools are a sign of intelligence. 

So I took as many pictures as I could, some of them had bad lighting, unnecessary details. I imagined that I could later change that by using Photoshop, my designer’s background would definitely help me. But after downloading hundreds of pictures my enthusiasm for fixing them seemed to wane ( I didn’t even have enough time to sort the pictures, never mind fixing them on the computer. I kept on accumulating more and more pictures which needed correction, but never had the time to do it. 

So it's usually faster to spend a few minutes to get away the mess from the floor, change your lighting  and compose carefully than to spend hours improving a picture in Photoshop. 
The 3rd way “Boring pictures”
It wasn't necessary to break my head thinking about the idea for the picture. Having the camera with a lot of opportunities, I became a hostage of that opportunities. I started taking macro pictures of flowers [show some], duck in zoo, sunsets. But there were not any idea in them. They were beautiful, but perfectly boring pictures. The problem is that no matter how well all other aspects of the image are executed, an interesting subject is fundamental. One can ask - interesting to whom?. After the analysis of my mistakes, for me the interesting pictures are ones, which tell the stories, wake up the emotions and save memories!
And what I  understood, that camera is not everything, it is just a tool. Here is a story to illustrate this - “a photographer was invited to a party and took some pictures with him. The hostess looked at them, exclaimed: ‘What a lovely pictures! You must have a very expensive camera!’ At the end of the evening the photographer came to the hostess and said: ‘Everything was so tasty, dinner was delicious, thanks. You must have very expensive pans and pots!’

You can think about fancy cameras all you want, but the simple truth is that sometimes what really matters is just being there. And if you don’t follow my detrimental advice namely being too self-confident, counting on the computer and taking pictures without having a clear idea of what you wish to capture, you will enjoy the process of taking pictures. Just remember to take the lens’ cup off!
