Madam president, dear  toastmasters and guests! 

I would like to present my ice-breaker speech.

This speech is supposed  to be the one  about me and my character. 

I grew up in the small city near Moscow - called Naro-Fominsk.

It's about 60 kilometers from Moscow. I was really shy and calm kid in public. That left mark on the memories of my first day at school: big crowd of people, pretty flowers, many different kids around that I'd never met before. There was my "cheese" situation. I was in class when my teacher asked me to sit down to make photo. And after I took my seat she said "and now smile". 

Unfortunately I wasn't in the mood for smiling(because of shyness). I couldn't do that. She said to me "Say cheese".  I really couldn't understand why I should do that - saying strange words. I said "Cheese" without changes on my face.

She wasn't happy with my answer so she asked me "well, say "Ириска". I said it but there were no results. After that case I understood that there are some special words used to help people emulate smile. But back then I thought to myself - what a strange woman. Why did I need  to repeat those  dumb words?  I am always smiling now when I hear these words or see that photo.

Despite my shyness in public I was an active kid. I remember an interesting case - when I was about 5 years old I liked playing around my parent's house. There was a barn with triangular roof and I always wanted to climb onto it.

So one beautiful day I climbed onto the roof of it. It was really big height for a small kid. That was interesting and my first big height in life. At the roof I could see our neighborhood -big green forest, meadows, houses and my mother - she was going back homefrom work. Surprisingly for me when she found out that I was sitting at the roof she gently told me: "Lesha, please get down from the roof" 

I said "No, I like sitting here - I don't wanna do that "

Than she said "You don't understand, I brought an  ice-cream!!!" 

That wasn't so often and of course I got down very  fast but instead of ice-cream I got punished. I was angry with my mother at first and didn’t  understand why she had acted that way but later I understood, that she wanted  only good for me and she loved me.

So I always remember my childhood with pleasure and I think it was really  a great time for me and it's great that I could share it with you.

What concerns my adult life - I graduated from Moscow Institute of Electronic Technique which situated in Zelenograd. After my graduation I started working as a computer programmer. I usually work in the office chair and develop computer programs all the day. It's interesting to solve interesting problems and fix program errors.

But it's not good for my health. I mean sitting the whole day in the office chair. 

So year ago I decided to improve my health condition by doing some sport activities.. I bought a bike. And sometimes I ride it during weekends. And this is an interesting and cool way to spend time. I am fond of  skating  and roller-skating as well. Also 3 years ago I decided to study english. So for me it's interesting to read english books, listen to tv-shows and films in english because I think it will help me understand different cultures and communicate with a lot of people from different parts of globe.

That's all from me.

