Inspire Your Audience

Time limits 8-10 min

Objectives: 

· To inspire the audience by appealing to noble motives and challenging the audience to achieve a higher level of beliefs or achievement 

· Appeal to the audience's needs and emotions, using stories, anecdotes and quotes to add drama 

· Avoid using notes.

THE PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESS

Dear Mr Toastmaster, FTM and guests!

There are many recommendations how to reach success. Maybe the funniest one is by Albert Einstein, who presented the formula of success: S = X+Y+Z. X is work. Y is play. Z is keeping your mouth shut.

Today I’d like to demonstrate my vision of the problem by telling you three legends, which will show where success comes from. So…

Once upon a time there was a wise man that used to go to the ocean and think about things. One day he was walking along the shore. As he looked down the beach, he saw a human figure throwing something into the water. As he got closer, he saw that it was a young man who picked up something and very gently threw it into the ocean. As he got closer, he called out, "Good morning! What are you doing?" The young man paused, looked up and replied, "Throwing starfish in the ocean." "I guess I should have asked, why are you throwing starfish into the ocean?" "The sun is up, and the tide is going out. And if I don't throw them in they'll die." "But, young man, don't you realize that there are miles and miles of beach, and starfish all along it. You can't possibly make a difference!" The young man listened politely. Then bent down, picked another starfish, threw it into the sea and said, "It made a difference for that one."

There was a boy who wanted to find the secret of success. One day he approached a wise man living up in the mountains. When he found the wise man at the hut, he asked, “Wise man, can you tell me the secret of becoming successful in life?” After a moment of silence, the wise man led the young boy to a nearby river. They kept walking into the river until the boy’s head was fully inside the water. The boy struggled to keep his head above the water. To his astonishment, the wise man did not help him. Instead, the wise man held the boy’s head in the water. After a few minutes the wise man pulled the boy out of the water and they came back to the hut. At the hut the wise man asked the young boy what he desired most when his head was under water. To this the young boy became angry, “Of course, I wanted to breathe, you old fool!” To which the wise man replied, “Son, if you desire success as much as you wanted to breathe, then you would have found the true secret of success”.

Once upon a time, there was a large mountain with an eagle's nest on the top. There were four large eagle eggs. One day an earthquake rocked the mountain causing one of the eggs to roll down the mountain to a chicken farm, located in the valley bellow. The old hen took care of the eagle's egg. One day, the egg broke and a beautiful eagle was born. Sadly, however, the eagle was raised to be a chicken. He believed he was nothing more than a chicken. The eagle loved his home and family, but his spirit cried out for more. While playing a game on the farm one day, the eagle looked to the sky above and noticed a group of mighty eagles soaring in the skies. "Oh my god", the eagle cried, "I wish I could fly like those birds". The chickens laughed at him, "You can not fly with those birds! You are a chicken and chickens do not fly". The eagle continued staring at his real family, dreaming that he could be with them. Each time, the eagle sad about his dream, he was told it’s impossible. Finally, after a long life as a chicken, the eagle passed away.

So, dear FTM there are important messages in these legends: 

Explore your dreams. Find out your passion, you own starfish. And if we throw our stars wisely and well, the world will be blessed.
If you really want to be happy, nobody can stop you. Once we have the strong reasons to do something, we will surely find the ways to do it. The only burning flame of passion makes us go ahead towards our dream. Just a simple wish wouldn’t make things happen. It is a burning desire turned into an obsession that will generate the energy for any goal you are eager to perform.

While having a dream to become an eagle, follow YOUR dreams not the words of a chicken.

