Project #8

Objectives

1. Select visual aids that are appropriate for your message and your audience

2. Use visual aids correctly with ease and confidence
The secret language of the XVIII century
(to the members showing them my fan)

Do you know what this is? 

Right, it’s a fan. How many of you, ladies, still use it? 

The sad thing is that such a wonderful piece of accessory is no longer popular in this world. Right, it’s too out-of-date. What is its primary function? Chilling and cooling the person. It’s not in demand any more. Today we have lots of other useful stuff - air-conditioning systems, climate control. How else can we use a fan? Sure, as an accessory for a lady. Do we use it, ladies? I can hardly say so. Today a fan is just a piece of decoration in someone’s interior. 

But some time ago the situation was dramatically different. And today I’m going to show you how.

The secret language of the fan
The secret language of love and hatred, alliances and hostility, the language of flirt and hidden emotions. A universal tool to cover the words that should not be heard in public.

This language appeared in France in the XVIII century. First the fan was used by ladies for chilling and also as a symbol of aristocracy. But soon people discovered that any waving object quickly attracts attention so the new flirting language appeared very quickly. Many of these hidden words and signals were saved in the books and I’ve found them. Today I want to share some with you.  

A very important sign was a color of the fan. Each color could tell one a lot about the emotional status of the lady that handled the fan. Let me give some examples. White color meant innocence. Black – sadness. Red – joy. Blue – consistence and faithfulness. Yellow fan meant rejection. Green meant hope. Brown – happiness.
Some ladies also used fans embroidered with silver and gold which meant modesty (if silver) and wealth and luxury if it was gold.
Many ladies used to have whole collections of fans of all colors so that their secret lovers and friends could understand how to behave at a certain moment of time.

Another very important and much more difficult part of this secret language was the movements of the fan. The slightest movement could tell a lover a thousand words, could make him happy or kill him.

So I brought this fan not just for fun. I am going to show you the most interesting words, phrases with the help of the only tool I have - this fan. And of course I will comment on each movement.

(I’ve chosen XX movements that I can illustrate with the help of the fan. First I show them and then I give a translation and a short comment on some of them)

“Yes” (приложить веер левой рукой к правой щеке)
“No” (приложить открытый веер правой рукой к левой щеке)
“I love you” (правой рукой указать закрытым веером на сердце)
“I don’t love you” (сделать закрытым веером движение в сторону)
“I’m thinking if you” (наполовину открыть веер и провести им несколько раз по лбу)
“Be careful. They watch us” (открытым веером дотронуться до левого уха)
“I’ve got something to tell you” (открыть и закрыть веер)
“You’re smart” (приложить закрытый веер ко лбу)
“I’m waiting for your answer” (ударить веером по ладони)
“I’m not coming” (держа веер левой стороной перед тем, с кем идет речь, прижать веер к груди и затем быстро махнуть в сторону собеседника)
“Be brave” (открытый веер приложить к груди)
“Do what I say” (закрытый веер держать посередине)
“Do not come today” (провести закрытым веером по наружной стороне руки)
“I am sorry” (сложить руки под открытым веером)
“Keep silence” (дотронуться закрытым веером до губ)
“Come to my place, I’ll be glad to see you” (держа открытый веер в правой руке, медленно сложить его в ладонь левой)

If we were aristocrats of the XVIII century I am pretty sure we would know hundreds of these signals and could use them freely just like the way we use our own language. 

Objectively, I don’t think I was very good at being “an-XVIII-century-lady-with-a-fan”. And probably my secret lover (if I had one) wouldn’t even understand that I flirted with him at all. But fortunately, or unfortunately, we don’t need to use this language anymore. We have other flirting tools these days.Not better, not worse – just different.
We don’t speak Latin. We don’t ride horses. We don’t dance minuets. We don’t use fans. But I find it very interesting. This is a part of us, and sometimes I have a feeling that I want to know more of it. 
I hope today you’ve learnt something new and interesting too. Thank you. 
