Project # 10

Dogs. 

It’s been more than a year since I presented my first project in Moscow Free Speakers. Some of you might even remember what it was about. To say the truth, it wasn’t an Ice-Breaking speech in the real sense of the word. Because you are supposed to talk about yourself. Which I did, in a sense. 
I spoke about the things that I learnt from my dog. Things like self-discipline and patience, responsibility and leadership. Those of you who have dogs will agree that these animals make us learn a lot. So I took the risk and chose this topic again. I want this circle to close up today.
I want to share some real life stories where dogs played amazing and heroic roles in people’s lives. I want you to see dogs from another perspective. We live so close to them, we see them every day, but you can hardly think what they really do for us. Every year, every day, every second of their lives. 
Many of us know that dogs are widely used in such areas as drugs detection, rescue services and track works. I’ll talk about that a little later. 
Fewer of us know that dogs were and still are extremely useful in wars. During World War II there was a number of brave and devoted dogs that worked as messengers, sentinels, spies, aid-dogs and soldiers. 
One messenger dog Bulba carried more than 1500 telegrams and stretched several dozens kilometers of telephone cables alone! Sometimes he even brought food to the front line! 

Another aid-dog Mukhtar dragged out more than 400 wounded people right from the battlefield. 
A watch dog named Agai revealed Hitler spies that were sneaking up to Russian troops 12 times!

Do you know how many dogs fought together with our soldiers only during the World War II? Let me surprise you. More than 68 000! Altogether they destroyed 300 enemy tanks, brought 200 000 telegrams, stretched almost 8000 kilometers of the telephone cable, helped 680 000 wounded people and found 4 mln mines!

Just imagine that when you look at the dog on the street. Her ancestor has probably saved your grandfather.
Another incredible thing is a rescue dog! You probably heard about the famous St. Bernard dog named Barry. He saved 40 people in the snowy mountains in the 19th century. One of the guys that he helped to survive was a young boy who got lost in the Alps during the huge avalanche. Barry found him, digged him out, warmed him with his body and licked his face until the boy came to his senses. Then Barry brought him to the nearest shelter. This dog worked for 12 years and died when a man who he was helping stabbed him with a knife. He though Barry was a bear.

One dog named Ajaks worked in the mountains after the avalanche in 1954. 11 schoolchildren and their teacher got lost in the snow. Ajaks found them all, he worked 96 hours without sleep until he fell down from exhaustion. His paws were rubbed to the bone and injured by frost. But when people brought him to the medical cabin for some rest he broke away and rushed to the snowslip to dig out the next person.   

You should also know that dogs do have human feelings. When a rescue dog finds a live creature it almost cries with joy. No matter who he saves, a person, a cat or a chicken. You know that after the tragedy of Septemer 11th in New York the dogs that worked in the ruins had a real depression. You know why? They couldn’t find anyone alive.  
Even now when the newest technologies help rescue services find people easier, dogs remain irreplaceable. Not a single machine can smell the scent of a live creature. Dogs can easily find the track of a person that passed more than 30 minutes ago. Hundreds of criminals were caught by the three-days-old track! Isn’t that incredible?
And of course you should remember the two small cosmonauts that were the first live creatures sent to the Space in the human history. They proved that a human can survive in there. DO you remember thair names? (Belka and Strelka) We know about them but you might be surprised to hear that almost 70 more dogs were sent to the Space before and after that. And that many of them saved peoples’ lives.
Dogs play a much greater role in our lives that we usually think about them. They are not just some creatures that we keep at home when we want to have fun and that we can throw away whenever we get tired of them. They are smart, faithful, devoted and very brave animals that are ready to risk their lives at any moment whenever you need them to.

This is their job that they do for thousands of years. We take this for granted. We use them, we train them, we teach them to die for us. Teach them to save our lives. Unselfishly. Every day, every moment.

I don’t inspire you to go and take a dog right now. 

I just want you to think how lucky we are to have them. To rely on them. To call them fiends. Let’s thank them for that.
