Dear Madam President, dear Toastmasters, dear Guests.

Today I am going to talk about My Dog.
When we make a decision to take a dog seriously, we often think what and how we’re going to train it, how cool and smart it would become and sometimes, how proud we’re going to be when it takes the first contest prize. But at that moment we never think that our puppy will train you and teach you so many things as well. And it’s only after the first couple of months of coexisting that you finally start to understand this. 
My pretty puppy turned 1 this February, and that made me sit down and think about the time I spent with her. So finally I came up with 6.5 thoughts - things that I learned from my DOG during that year.

1. First thing in my list is COMMITMENT. Which means responsibility. Which means that from now on you are in charge of this small and helpless creature. This also means that there is no way back now.

2. This leads you to SELF-DISCIPLINE! Which means waking up around the same time every day, doing some routine stuff 12 or 14 years. A dog is not a baby. It doesn’t grow up, it always depends on you. 
3. Self-discipline leads us to FITNESS. 1.5 hour walking in the sun, in the rain, at +30 and -20 every day can do you no harm. Of course if you’re wearing the right clothes.  
4. Number 4 in my list is PATIENCE. When you need to train your dog you have to do it right. Your dog doesn’t speak your language and you don’t speak hers. If you want to teach her something, than you have to be very patient and very CREATIVE THINKING.

5. Which is my number 5. You have to invent new tricks and be very ingenious. Find out the new ways to make your dog do what you want. My dog has learned how to dig out her toys from under the carpet and how to play frisby, and many really cute things.
6. POSITIVE THINKING is my number 6. Think of a nice little puppy! Dogs make you smile a hundred times a day! Isn’t it great?!
The last and the most important one.  LEADERSHIP.  And this includes commitment and patience, self-discipline and understanding, communication and listening and of course, taking a risk. The biggest risk is to never take one. No risk, no reward. So I took it, and I won. I have the best dog I could ever want!
And there is one more thing here. Recently my dog became a member of our corporate team. She has even got the official title – our corporate mascot! ( and of course, her own business card!
So if you’re willing to learn more about her, or you probably need some piece of advice on your relationship with pets, just write to her or give her a call. Sometimes she’s out of her desk, but don’t worry, she’ll certainly write back!
