Vocal Variety

Time limits 5-7 min

Objectives:

· To explore the use of voice volume, pitch, rate and quality as assets to your speaking 

· To apply the principles of a well-developed voice to a particular speech.
Glozman J.M.
WHAT FOR VOCAL VARIETIES?
I did my last project more than a year ago, but there is a good reason for my procrastination of this project # 5 - THE USE OF VOCAL VARIETY. Half of my vocal cords are paralyzed after my surgery, therefore I have problems managing my vocal varieties, projecting my voice and so on. The project # 4 risked to be the end of my career in toastmasters if I had not remember the words of my husband. HE likes to repeat the following: "The main difference between males and females is that if a man is unable to perform something he is able to teach it". I decided to try this masculine technique and to teach on this subject of vocal varieties. Being a competent teacher, I know that one should begin with explaining the importance of an analyzed phenomenon. So, I asked myself a question: why are vocal varieties important? 

The first argument was prompted by a joke. "Two respected members of a Jewish community, Rabinovich and Haimovich, quarreled. Haimovich said in public that Rabinovich is not honest. The rabbi of the community wanted to reconcile them, so he went to see Haimovich and said: "This quarrel is a very bad example for the young members of our community. You must stop it. It is very easy. Just say in public: "Rabinovich is honest. I am sorry". That's all. "O.K.", answered Haimovich "I will do it for you". At the next meeting of the community Haimovich stood up and said "Rabinovich is honest?! I am sorry!"... 

The next argument is a more serious one. One of my colleagues worked as a family counseling psychologist. One day a mother came to visit him complaining of her small daughter: "You see doctor, she is absolutely disobedient, she opposes all my demands, even the most simple! IS it a kind of pathology?" "Well, said the psychologist, I'll try to help you. Please, come to see me again in a week. During this time your life must be as usual, but, please, make a list of all your demands addressed to the girl and indicate her reaction by the sign "+", if she obeyed or "-" if she disobeyed". In a week this woman came again and exclaimed: "Doctor, I was wrong, I have the most obedient daughter! Look please, Not one minus is on the list!" What has changed? The demands of the girl were the same as before the first visit to the psychologist, but the mother's attitude differed. In the past when addressing the daughter, the mother expected the refusal, and this communicative expectancy provoked the corresponding reaction from the child. Now, the exploration attitude changed the communication expectancy of the mother, and in turn, that resulted in a new behavior of her daughter. The only means of expressing the communicative expectancy is in vocal variety. The preserved ability to perceive the modulations of voice differentiate normal subjects from the pathological ones. If the intonation of a sentence contradicts the meaning of words composing the sentence (for instance "I hate you", pronounced with affection) we believe the intonation, not the meaning of the words. In contrast, schizophrenic patients only take into account the main meaning of the words. I hope, these arguments suffer to convince you of the importance of vocal varieties for successful communication with others. I wish great success in using them and hope you will use them better than I can.

